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page, and further, on intersections where traffic is light, the hold-up
is unnecessarily long, as the timing is based upon conditions of
densest traffic. The difficulty of delay due to heavy traffic inter-
sections might be overcome by a system of one-way traffic, allowing
vehicles from side-streets to make a left turn into the main stream,
and crossing over at the next intersection by " filtering ". To do
this a road-width of at least 50 ft. between kerbs would be required.
A one-way system of intersection, as adopted in large cities, enables
several lanes of traffic to use the whole street width, and so pass over
more quickly.
Mam Road "STOP" Signs.
The use of the rule compelling the stoppage of all traffic requiring
to cross or to enter a main road from light-traffic side-roads eliminates
the necessity for automatic signals at those points. In other words,
the main-road traffic has the right of way, and the side-road traffic,
having been pulled up by a warning " Stop " sign (Fig. 161), must
await a suitable opportunity to proceed. It is obvious that this rule
will lessen the danger of accidents, and is an improvement on the
existing method in Britain, whereby traffic emerges without stopping,
sometimes without even the warning of the horn. Sooner or later it
would seem that some such principle will have to be adopted here if
traffic discipline is to be achieved.
The writer observed a curious " STOP " sign in Los Angeles, ^with
light signals and "Stop " and " Go " arms, also mounted on the
standard. The explanation was that the signals were used for certain
peak periods only, and the " Stop " sign for the off peak periods
when one of the intersecting roads was comparatively quiet.
The "Halt" sign in use in Britain is shown in Fig. 161 for
purposes of comparison.
Pedestrian Signals.
Occasionally these signals are authorized for busy roads where it is
desirable that pedestrians should cross; red and green lenses only are
used, and except where used in connection with traffic signals, the
words " DON'T CROSS " and " CROSS NOW " are required to be
shown on the red and green lenses respectively.
With traffic signals, separate lamps and the same words in white
letters on a black ground face across the carriage-way to guide
pedestrians.
Pedestrian or "Zebra" Crossings.
Pedestrian crossings were introduced some years before the War*
and they came to be adopted rather freely, so that crossings were sited1
on quiet roads and at points where few pedestrians required to